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TCC News
Happy Holidays!

Just a reminder that our club will be closed during the holidays from
December 22 to January 4.  Images for the next Assigned Topics

Competition are due before midnight on December 29th.

We would like to welcome our newest members to our club:

Mary Coppard
Janine Ball

Sharon Shin
James Manson

Tenison Yue

Sam Ladner

We look forward to seeing everyone in the New Year!

President's Message
Last Monday we enjoyed the presentation
of the results of Altered/Creative Reality 2
monthly competition. Many thanks to all
participants and congratulations to all
winners.

Many thanks to Gareth Jones for organizing
the competition and for presenting the

results.

Many thanks to the Hospitality Team for organizing the Social
Potluck that we enjoyed after the Gareth’s presentation and to
all of you that contributed all the delicious snacks.

I want to wish all of you and your families all the best in this
Holiday Season and a Happy, Prosperous and Great New Year!

Andrew Wodzinski
TCC President
President@TorontoCameraClub.com

Photo Credit- Shelley Hassard  

Inspirational Images Program

Photo Credit- Ricardo Torres-Moreno

Members’ Pot Luck and Social

A big thank you to all the members who contributed towards the
beautiful spread of pot luck finger foods (Photo by Alice Da Silva).  

A special thank you to Paul Barrie for baking the special Grinch
“finger” cookies.

(Photo by Victoria Lidia Ilgacs)

Happy Holidays!

Hospitality Committee

(Norah, Shelley, Anneliese and Alice)

Santa Photo Shoot - December 13
The Santa photo shoot is an annual tradition for the club.  It remains
an important way for us to engage with the community and remind
people of our presence. This year, the frigid temperatures had a
noticeable impact, and even our usual dog visitors were staying
home.

Many thanks to Chris and everyone who stood outside in the cold,
welcoming people and bringing them through the doors; to our
photographers Gord and Stan, Ira and Max, for their wonderful shots
and editing; to Ira for donating a terrific new backdrop that made the
photos look more professional and fun; and of course to Mike for his
AV backup and the festive holiday music that added so much to the
atmosphere. Last but not least Santa for his terrific performance - the
star of the show.  

I would also like to thank the board members who came out to show
their support - Andrew and Victor, as well as volunteers who brought
family members for a portrait. (Saeed Rad).  Arlene was at the
welcome desk and others acted as gracious ambassadors.

Despite the challenges, the event raised $320 for the club and
several people expressed interest in joining in the new year—so well
done to everyone involved.

Thank you again for your time, energy, and generosity. Your efforts
truly make a difference.

Shelley Hassard

Shelley.Hassard@TorontoCameraClub.com

Photo credit:  Ira Weiss

Post Outing – 4th Annual Winter Glow Walk

December 13, 2025

Toronto Camera Club members gathered in Toronto’s downtown core
all bundled up in winter gear to photograph iconic buildings, holiday
lights and installations.  We started at Sankofa Square and walked in
and around a 2-block radius and through the Eaton’s Centre.  Given
the very  cold weather, we stopped at a restaurant for warmth, food
and drinks.  Afterwards, under the night sky we ventured out  to
photograph Toronto’s City Hall, ice rink and art installations.

Both Jeff Stewart and I want to thank Dave Smith for making this
outing possible and John Meadows for taking care of a Club member
in need.  

Pat Gerada

Local Outings

Toronto Camera Club

LocalOutings@TorontoCameraClub.com

Victoria Ilgacs
Steven Rosenblatt

Scott Bennett Michael Doucet

Nijole Mockevicius

Fraser Shein Alice_Da _Silva

Dror_Orbach Ansi_Feng

Vivian Tsang

Jeff Stewart

Jim Crawford

Vintage Exposure

Excerpt from April 1957
This Problem of Judging
by Charles F. Dieter (Reprinted from the P.S.A.
Journal)

Not all judges are crazy, or fuddy, in fact, most of them try to do an
honest job. They are members of the human race, even when on a
jury, and as such are entitled to their individual opinions.

Some do have their little idiosyncrasies as do we all when we view
their results. Even though the only really good show is the one that
accepts all four of yours, here are some conditioning thoughts you
should read.

At the PSA Convention held in Chicago, H. J. Johnson gave a talk
about judges. He called attention to the fact that judges are people
like the rest of us, and we must not expect them to be like the gods on
Olympus, free from human frailties.

They have backgrounds as individuals which tend to establish slants,
prejudices and the like.

When a salon committee selects judges they try to find those who
have artistic awareness and a broad cultural background. That tends
to reduce prejudice to a minimum. Though judges as individuals
naturally have their likes and dislikes, a good judge will be tolerant on
the matter of subjects and put behind him personal preferences.

He or she may be unsympathetic towards nudes, baby pictures, gag
shots, abstracts or any other classification but be able to recognize a
worthy picture in any field and give credit where credit is due. Johnson
observed that committees which select judges must be wary of certain
attitudes of prospective judges, for instance, of the person who is too
anxious to be a judge because of an inner satisfaction in having the
opportunity of criticizing the other fellow, or one who condemns by
quoting rules as though they were laws which admit of no flexibility or
exceptions. We should be aware of rules of composition, but also
aware of the fact that these "rules" are sometimes superseded by
considerations for the particular case, pertinence and validity He
thought it well to avoid judges who approach their task with a
statistical mind, on the ground that statistics do not have much value
in pictorialism.

Avoid the judge who is esoteric, he can't help us if he appeals to
considerations beyond the comprehension of reasonably intelligent
listeners and uses words and phrases so vague in meaning as to defy
definition. Be careful of people who wax indignant when their own
picture is not accepted by another judge; the judicial temperament is
inclined to let the other man have his say.

Good judges do not have a double standard of words and thinking,
which means that they do not cite considerations tor appraising merit
and then make up their minds on different considerations.

Judges should not be men too long retired from pictorial activities
though they have had at some past time a reputation for
accomplishments. A man is a better judge who is actively working in
the field in which he assumes the task of judging.

What are judges looking for when they judge pictures?

Print Quality, Composition and Subject Interest, of course and colour
in colour slides. But most expert judging is not on a mathematical 3-3-
3 basis. A picture can be very outstanding for one of these three and
make the grade for that reason. In colour slides a judge looks tor
accuracy of exposure in the proper kind of light which makes for
accuracy of colour rendition. But he may be allowed to ask himself, in
a case where the colours are true: Would they have been better. If
less accurate. Sometimes he may decide that a slide's colour is good
because it is pleasing rather than because it is true

In short, Mr. Johnson seems to be saying that we ask judges to give
us the benefit of their highly developed critical faculties, but to be as
broadminded as possible in doing so.

This seems to be aimed at a problem which we always have with us in
this important club activity. From a recent PSA bulletin, we quote
another viewpoint:

"It's sometimes hard to accept adverse criticism of a slide when you
are fond of it and your friends rave over it.”

But that's what we have friends for, to be strongly prejudiced in our
favour. In exhibition photography we are seeking a much wider
audience... a critical, discerning audience. It's no field for the
immature and easily wounded but is wide and endlessly interesting for
the serious and determined, and a field in which most of us have a
natural aptitude which can be developed, if you will work at it. It is well
to recognize that no judge is infallible, but if you would learn at all,
accept the fact that a judge's comments are both honest and
impersonal, and allow yourself to learn from studying them as
impersonally and honestly as you can, striving to understand and
apply them...for if you will, they may help you quickly over the
roughest ground."

This latter view is perhaps on the optimistic side. Of course, we may
have a blind spot in the way we see a picture, and it goes without
saying that we should reconsider a picture in the light of a judge's
observations. When we invite judges in we want to learn from them,
but what we do learn, often, is that they are unpredictable and widely
divergent in their opinions. If we adopt an attitude of too
wholeheartedly "allowing ourselves to learn from them" we are likely
to end up as very frustrated individuals.

While judges see pretty much eye-to-eye when it comes to technique,
when it comes to composition we venture to say that no two of them
are willing to locate that centre of interest in exactly the same spot, to
agree on whether to "move in" or "move out" or how much should be
"cropped or on how off the left edge" to bring the picture into the
balance which satisfies their aesthetic feeling. Very often they feel that
their assignment calls for them to be "bothered" by what they see as a
first step in permitting them to come up with some proposals for
change. This does not exclude the possibility that if many of the
changes recommended were tried out by the judge recommending
them, they would be rejected by him after trial.

Many judges who have long years of familiarity with prints and slides
develop a tired feeling towards wide areas of subject matter which has
ceased to have any freshness for them. So, they react to a radically
different and possibly wholly worthless picture and give it a top score,
when it should probably be rated just one point and that for audacity.

Click above to see the upcoming events.
 

Most meetings will be held as hybrid meetings - that is, at the Club
and on Zoom.

Please check the website before heading out to the club in case of
last minute changes.
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