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TCC News

Join us on Monday evening for Part 2 of our Year-End Competitions
Presentation. While you are at the club, be sure to visit the exhibit - Shifted

Perspectives, in the Powell Gallery.

We would like to welcome our newest members:
Sumit Somani
Winnie Zhang

Victor Ying
Heather Moore
Jean Desjardins

President’s Message

Last Monday we enjoyed seeing the results of nature,
prints and AV year-end competitions. So many great
and inspiring images! Many thanks to all that
participated in the open competitions and
congratulations to all winners of awards and trophies!

Many thanks to Dror Orbach, Tom Hsiao, Ira Weiss and
Ray Anderson for preparing and presenting the results.

Many thanks to John Meadows for photographing the event.

We are looking forward to the second part of year-end competitions awards
presentation in the upcoming meeting on Monday.

Last Thursday was all about celebrating our volunteers without whom this
club could not function. Our Volunteer Appreciation Party was once again a
great success. We thanked all our volunteers, learned quite a bit about their
contributions and dedication to the club and enjoyed the evening of great
food, entertainment and baby photo contest.

Many thanks to the Volunteer Appreciation Committee - David Hillock, Mary
Ann Anderson, Shelley Hassard, James Douglas and Chris Gill - as well as
many others who organized the event.

If you are ready to volunteer and help us make the club even better, please
reach out to Norah Jancik. We can always use some help with so many
programs and initiatives run by the club!

See you all in the club on Monday!

À bientôt!  

Andrew Wodzinski
TCC President
President@TorontoCameraClub.com
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Powell Gallery

Volunteers Take Centre Stage at the
3rd Annual Appreciation Party

Last night, the Toronto Camera Club rolled out the red carpet (figuratively —
we're photographers, not the Oscars) for our third Annual Volunteer
Appreciation Party, and what a night it was.

Bradley McAree set the mood with several sets on his acoustic guitar,
weaving stories through his songs in a way that had everyone leaning in, and
in some cases, waving lit-up cell phones. Bradley’s not just a musician —
he's a storyteller who happens to bring a guitar along.

The buffet was spectacular, and the dessert table may or may not have been
the real reason some of us volunteer in the first place. (We'll never tell.)
Then came the highlight of the evening: the Baby Picture Contest. Twenty-
three baby photos lined up against the current adult volunteers, and frankly,
the success rate was surprising. Some of you have changed remarkably little
— make of that what you will. Congratulations to Pat Gerada, who correctly
identified 10 of the 24 to take home the grand prize: a Nikon camera,
charger, camera bag and tripod. Well played, Pat. And thank Gord McElroy
and Ira Weiss for printing all of the submitted baby pictures.

In total, over $1,000 in prizes were handed out throughout the evening,
including $50 gift certificates generously donated by Vistek. A heartfelt thank
you also goes to Gord McElroy, who donated a beautiful charcuterie board,
an equally beautiful cutting board, and a large set of building blocks sure to
spark endless creativity in some lucky child's hands.

The Toronto Camera Club is fortunate to have a uniquely dedicated group of
volunteers, and evenings like this are a reminder of how much they deserve
to be celebrated. A sincere thank you to the Volunteer Appreciation
Committee who managed countless behind-the-scenes details so the whole
evening felt effortless.

To all our volunteers: thank you. Without you, there would be no Club!.

Thank you and take care.
David
Volunteer Appreciation Committee: Chris Gill, David Hillock (Chair), James
Douglas, Mary Ann Anderson, and Shelley Hassard

Photo Credits: Gord McElroy

Doors Open Toronto

Members’ Year End Social

Fund Raising Bingo Night

Hi Everyone,
Well, the season is almost over and as usual, we're going to have
our regular End of Season Fundraising Bingo Night at the Club on
Monday, May 25th!
So, what do you need to do? Glad you asked:

To Play
You'll need $2 per Bingo Card - bring cash!!
You'll need a piece of paper - letter size is fine
You'll need a good pen or pencil

What do I need? Glad you asked:

Whether you're going to play or not, I need you to send me
one image:

The image must be sized as per usual for the Club,
maximum dimensions are 1400 pixels in width and 1050
pixels in height
You must label/name your file/image "Your Name - Title"
You must send your file/image to me at
Gareth.Jones@TorontoCameraClub.com before Sunday May
24th
Your file/image must be something that is difficult to
identify - i.e., people should wonder, what is it?

Looking forward to a fun night!

Cheers,
Gareth

Photo Credit- John Meadows

NEW Local Outing:   Doors Open- R.C. Harris Water
Treatment Plant

Saturday May 23, 2026

Join us early Saturday morning for architectural photography inside the R.C.
Harris Water Treatment Plant during Doors Open. Constructed in the 1930’s,
it’s the largest ensemble of Art Deco buildings in Toronto. This is an annual
event and the only time the general public can enter this facility.  

There are two large buildings and a layered tower rising from the building. The
structure of limestone and yellow brick overlooks Lake Ontario and is
surrounded by stone walkways and grassy hills. The plant is designated under
the Ontario Heritage Act as a National Historic Civil Engineering Site.  

During Doors Open R. C. Harris is one of the most popular buildings to visit.
The doors open at 10:00am, however there will be lineups to get in. Tentatively,
I plan on arriving at 8:30am.

Also planned is a photography walk around the facilities and along the
boardwalk.

Outing details have been posted to the Toronto Camera Club website. Log in
to the members section of the website and then (click here) for more details.

Thank-you,

Pat Gerada
Co-Chair Local Outings
LocalOutings@TorontoCameraClub.com
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NEW Local Outing:   Doors Open – Daniels Building

For this year’s Doors Open Toronto, Toronto Camera Club members will
be visiting and touring the Daniels Building, home of the John H. Daniels
Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Design at the University of
Toronto.

The older part of the Daniels Building was constructed in 1875 as Knox
College, a Presbyterian theological school associated with the University
of Toronto. The building served as a military hospital during World War I.
In the mid-2010s, the entire structure was renovated and transformed
with a modern, contemporary addition. The new home of the John H.
Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Design was completed in
2018.

Highlights of our visit will be the awe-inspiring 30,000 square foot
modern design studios on the north side of the building, as well as the
popular view looking down Spadina Avenue through a historic set of
windows on the south side of the building.

Once we have finished our visit to the Daniels Building, a walk down to
Kensington Market is planned. The length of this walk will depend upon
the time we exit the building in relation to the noon hour. We will be
having a lunch in the Market, with a location yet to be determined.

Outing details have been posted to the Toronto Camera Club website.
Log in to the members section of the website and then (click here) for
more details.

Thank-you, Jeff Stewart
Co-Chair Local Outings,
LocalOutings@TorontoCameraClub.com

Vintage Exposure
Curated by Alan Bell
HardcopyArchiveChair@TorontoCameraClub.com

Stieglitz and Steichen From 1991 Autumn

Stieglitz and Steichen
by Les Haydu

“The ability to make a truly artistic photograph is not acquired offhand but
is the result of an artistic instinct coupled with years of labor” (Stieglitz). In
the second half of the 19th century, photographers - even the great ones -
tended to achieve painterly effects and chose subject matters of romantic
affection. There were exceptions like Francis Frith who between 1857 and
1860 photographed in Egypt, and British officers in the 1860’s who
produced thousands of excellent pictures of Indian monuments. It was
Alfred Stieglitz (1864 - 1946) who fought for artistic and personal freedom
and introduced modern art into America about the turn of the century.

In the 1880’s he studied engineering in Germany and fell in love with
photography. When he returned to New York in 1890 he devoted his time to
making photographs in a realistic way, abandoning the heavy manipulation
of negative and print to achieve romantic effects which were in vogue then.
Until the end of his long life his credo was “straight photography”.

In 1902 he founded the Photo-Secession group (seceding from the then
accepted ideas) that quickly became the dominant factor in American
photography. When in 1903 he began publishing the quarterly Camera
Work and in 1905 opened the “291” gallery (291 Fifth Ave.), more young
photographers and other artists joined the Stieglitz circle. “291” exhibited
not only photographs but work of young American and European artists like
Picasso, Matisse, Cezanne, Braque and others.

The most important for Stieglitz was Edward Steichen (1879- 1973)who in
1898- as he put it later - started “pushing the button” (of a box camera).
One print of his, “The Pond” was accepted for a show at the Art Institute of
Chicago. Stieglitz thought it to be a masterpiece and bought it for $5.
Steichen went to Europe and started photographing people. Soon he
became quite successful and became friends with Rodin the sculptor and
Bernard Shaw among others. When he returned to New York in 1902,
Stieglitz paid $50 to $60 for his prints. In the second issue of Camera Work.
Stieglitz published eight of Steichen’s pictures. He did not always follow
Stieglitz’s principles; many of his photos are in soft focus or gently
manipulated. His portraits of Stieglitz and J. P. Morgan today are treasures
of the Metropolitan Museum of New York.

The Stieglitz circle was joined in 1917 by the young painter Georgia O’Keefe
who became his main model. Innumerable pictures were taken of her and
her hands through the years and in 1924 Stieglitz married Georgia. In 1917
he gave up publishing Camera Work and closed “291” but continued
making photographs until 1937 when a heart condition and advancing age
forced him to stop. During World War 1, Steichen, with the rank of colonel,
organized aerial photography for the U. S. Army. The results of this type of
work taught him to abandon completely the soft, romantic style. After the
war Steichen became the chief photographer of Conde Nast publications
(Vogue, Vanity Fair). In 1942 at the age of 62 he joined the U. S. Navy and
with the rank of Captain he organized and led naval combat photography in
the Pacific throughout the war. When the war was over he became Director
of Photography at the Museum of Modem Art in New York. In this capacity
he assembled the

“Family of Man” exhibition from among two million pictures collected from
all over the world. After repeated selections, 503 pictures by 273
photographers remained and Steichen wrote in the introduction of the
catalogue: ‘“The Family of Man’ has been created in a passionate spirit of
devoted love and faith in Man”. In the 1950’s this exhibition was shown all
over the world. In 1959 at the age of 80 he retired to his country home
where for years he took many pictures of his favourite shadblow tree. The
spirit and work of Steichen and Stieglitz lead our eyes and hands today.
Whether the trend which we call today “contemporary” will be the dominant
style will be seen 20 or 30 years from now.

As a footnote to this article (thanks to Dave Smith) it was discovered that a
Toronto Camera Club member, Sidney Carter began his career in the Club
and was the first Canadian member (1902) of the New York–based Photo-
Secession, founded by Alfred Stieglitz (1864–1946).1  Both Carter and
Stieglitz focused on creating an audience for photographic art by exhibiting
and selling Pictorialist work, and the two artists corresponded for many
years.2  Like Stieglitz and other Pictorialists, Carter favoured the platinum
process (platinotype) for aesthetic reasons

For more information on Carter https://www.aci-iac.ca/art-
books/photography-in-canada-1839-1989/key-photographers/sidney-
carter/

The following items might be of interest to our members, however they are
not put on by the club and may not be endorsed by the club.  Any disputes
you may have with an organizer of any of the following events are between
you and that organizer.

f8 Photography Collective

Click above to see the upcoming events.

Most meetings will be held as hybrid meetings - that is, in person at the Club
and as well as on Zoom.

Please check the website before heading out to the club in case of last
minute changes.

If you want to add articles to future newsletters please send them to
News@TorontoCameraClub.com.

If you have any concerns about the club, please feel free to approach any board member either
in person or through email. Written concerns can also be put into the secretary's mailslot.
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